The authors now report certain preliminary studies carried out on the absorption and excretion of streptomycin in man. Brief mention is made of three cases in whom the drug was used therapeutically. Finally the toxic reactions observed are described.
Streptomycin is not absorbed after oral administration in amounts sufficient to produce detectable concentrations of the drug in the serum.
The failure of the drug to be absorbed from the gastro-intestinal tract is not due to inactivation of streptomycin by the gastric juice.
Following the intramuscular or intravenous administration of a single dose of streptomycin, 46 [ Oct., 1946 No serious toxic reactions apparently follow the injection of single doses of streptomycin in amounts up to 60,000 units or after the continued administration of the drug for periods of two to three weeks in doses totalling 2,725,000 to 18,150,000 units.
The intravenous and subcutaneous injection of concentrated solutions of the present preparations of streptomycin causes too much discomfort to warrant the use of these methods of administration.
The drug can 
